
1879 

May 19- Dan Miller helped us wash sheeD-Mr. McCormick 
tried to hive two swarms of bees. Only got one. 

May 20- Robert took a grist to Rawsonvilie-Frank shore 
sheep for Ben Voorhees-R. Fletcher offered $95 for horse,Fred. 

May 22- Mary's Birthday. 

May 24- Robert and I cut the lamb's tails-21 ewes, 17 rams-
38 in all. 

May 26- Went to Detroit to Brother Frank's then to Agnes, 
James and Mother-Some treating me kindly and some not. 

May 27- Went to Royal Oak to see sister Isabell Todd-a 
pleasant time on her farm-the hard work seems to be on the 
farm, the grandeur in the City. 

May 29- Agnes and I planted daisies on Father's grave. 
Came home on the Noon train. . 

June 2- Wife and I to the Pioneer Meeting. I read a paper-
a great discussion what rooms to accept in the New Court House. 

June 4- The boys worked on the road-A few ripe strawberries. 
My paper at the Pioneers is in the Commercial. 

June 7- Shore Sheep-Robert and I did up the wool. 

June 10- Finished shearing-think we have 107 old sheep and 
42 lambs. Paid Dan Miller $2.50 for shearing. Ainsworth talked 
about 27 for the best wool. Frank went to shear for Clawson. 

June 12- Sold a Wedder and Lamb to Crane for $5. 

June 13- Bees swarming. 

June 19- Bell's Birthday-sold 60 Bushels what for $1.03, and 
then 60 more. 

June 21- Frank paid $123.20 for wheat he sold-Robert and 
Bell went to bring Elizabeth home from her school. Our table 
beautiful with Flowers her Scholars brought her. 

June 23- The butcher took away old Dainty and the 4 year old 
steer,Fred and paid Frank for them. The cows jumped the 
fence and got in the road. 

June 25- Bought 17 quarts strawberries from Mr. Gray. Mary, 
Elizabeth, Bell and I walked down to Hear the graduation 
exercises at the Normal-Some good speaking and a grand build-
ing-the audience looked rich and orosperous. 
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1879 

June 27- To town in forenoon-got in 3 loads of hay-it was 
hard to rake and we hurried to get it in as a storm was 
coming. 

June 28- Was up in the night-Frank was suffering where a 
nail had hurt his foot. 

July 1st- Frank bought a Sulky rake from Casey $12. The rake 
a fine improvement. Drew in all the hay. New potatoes for 
dinner. 

July 4- Went to Wm. Campbell's-Frank went to Niagra Falls. 

July 5- Mr. Casey's man helped us get in more hay-sold two 
fat sheep to McCormick for $6. Two girls went to Dr. Van 
Tiles party at night. 

July 7- Went to see a new buggy-Robert brought it home-
Paid $90- Wife and I went to Wm. Campbell's for cherries. 

July 9- We all went to the Church Semi-Centennial-a grand 
affair. Mr. Green read the Church History. And a great feast 
in the basement. George & Mary McDougal, the only first 
members-faithful for 50 years. 
Robert and 4 girls rode to Frain's Lake. 

July 12- Fearful thunderstorm. Lightning struck and burned 
a neighbor's barn. 

July 13- Had a fine ride to the Church in the new buggy. 
Bell milking at sunrise. 
The dog ran away and the boy's got another. 

July 15- Casey came with her reaper-and got all the wheat cut. 

July 17- Robert, August and I drew in all the wheat and 
bound some barley-Frank helped Casey. Paid August $7 for 
harvest work. 

July 20- Cleaned and sold about 97 bushels wheat $9. 
Brother Robert came and we went to the Old Moon Farm and 
got 10 bushels of wheat. 

July 24- Bought pants from Robert $2.50-hat $1. 
The poem I wrote aobut the Semi-Centennial was in the 
Commercial. 
July 30- August cradled the oars south of the house. Wife, 
Mary, Elizabeth and I went to John Taylor's to tea and then 
to Prayer meeting. 

August lst-Paid August $5.50 for work-It is the Colored Man's 
Day-Emancipation. 



1879 

August 4- Boy's and August drew Manure with Wm. Campbell's 
wagon. 

August 5- Frank, Robert, Bell and I went on the Excursion to 
Detroit and Belle Isle Island and to Harsen's Island on the 
steamer Northwest-A pleasant trip-called on Frank,Mrs. Incrlis. 

August 6- Sold 5 Wedders to Lucken $15 and one lamb $2. He 
paid $12. August went to work for Fletcher. 

August 12-Wife and I went to town and brought Kate and Willy 
Inglis. Lucken paid $5 on sheep-Youngsters in areat glee. 
Girl's went to see Miss Yakley. 

August 15-Frank took Kate to the Depot-finished plowing the 
hill field-Fletcher's chilled plow does good work. 

August 17-Frank and Willie Campbell went to Church in the 
old buggy-the 4 girls,Robert and Willie Inglis in the new one-
I stayed home-Bell came at noon-walked home. 

August 19-Went to town-got Robert's horse shod-bought 3 
Excursion tickets. 

August 20-Mary, Elizabeth and I went with the Excursion to 
Watkins Grove and saw his great farm. 

August 22-Wife and I went to Augusta-found Mr. Campbell weak 
from overwork. 

August 23-Frank and I went to Barns to see if Bemis could 
thrash for us. The 4 girls had their Portraits taken. 

August 25-The boys helped Fletcher thrash-took Willie Inglis 
to the Depot. Gabriel Campbell came-a deasant visit. 

August 28-Elizabeth was offered and accepted a situation 
in the Union School. 

August 30-No market for wool-Moved it to the woodshed. 

September 1st- Elizabeth's first day of teaching in the Union 
School. Heard old Mr. Fisher died-Went to School meeting-
small attendance- Elected Assessor again-Rensefor to furnish 
the wood. 

September 2- Bell, Robert and I went to the Fisher funeral.. 
Sick that night. 

September 5- Jerome came with his steam thrasher and thrashed 
196 bushels of Oats, 41 Bushels of Barley-155 Bushels Wheat-
25 Bushels per acre-the best yield yet. 
The engine did not run very well. Plenty of help and too much 
swearing and straw stack too flat. Paid $1.50 for coal and did 
not have enough. 
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September 7- Sacrament and only one added to the Church-

September 8- Bought 30 Bushels seed wheat from Mr. Leach for 
$30. Drilled about h of it in the South Field. 

September 10- Went to the Cars(Depot) with Anna to see her 
leave for Elkhardt-Brother Robert and Francis came to see us-
All went to Robert's for dinner-Grand affair. 
Went to Union School to see Elizabeth. 

September 11-A11 corn cut- some welcome rain-Paid Jones $1 
for cleaning well. 

September 17-Frank and I sent to State Fair in Detroit-
Saw Agnes, Francis and went over the water to Canada-Frank 
and I slept at Mother's and was kindly treated-Mother bright 
and happy at 82- No room for me in Detroit. 

September 19- John Miller paid $12 interest. 

September 22- Frank working for Wm. Campbell-Robert digging 
potatoes and I picking them up. Borrowed $30 from brother 
Robert and paid A.J. Leach for seed wheat. 

September 25- 3 tramps got their supper and slept in the barn. 

September 29- Settled with Frank-he owes me $18. Mr. Thorn 
paid his note $100. 

September 30- Wife and I went to John Millers and got 2 ladders 
and Drill-$1 for Wheat drill and 75$ for ladders. Paid Mrs. L 
$30 I owed her her and Bell $25. 

October 1st- Gathered apples-warm and sultry-went to town 
and got apple barrells-

October 2- Brother Robert and Francis returned from visiting 
Sister Isabell-apple crop poor. 
Took 4 bushels wheat to the Mill and got 4 more barrells-
Pomray helped husk and pick apples. 

October 4- Took a barrell of apples to brother Robert-
got a grist. 

October 6- Loaned C. Fletcher $50-Frank went to shingle 
for Wm. Campbell. 

October 9- Husking corn-Wm. Campbell horse and buggy to 
take his family beyond Saline. 

October 11- Bell and Eunice gathered nuts-heard of sad 
accident on the railroad near Jackson-15 killed. 
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October 14- Robert caught all the sheep and Frank marked those 
for sale-95 old ones-44 lambs-139 in all. 

October 15- Frank, Robert and I went to the sale winding 
up the affairs of good old honest Mr. Voorhees- big crowd 
and big sale-bought a few things. 

October 18- Frost- husked and went to town-small croo and 
small price for apples. 

October 20- Went to hear about enlarging the Church. John 
Geddes, A. Campbell, Mr. Green did not pull together. 

October 22- Brother Robert, Mrs. Morton and Eunice Daid us 
a pleasant visit. 

October 25- Husked and gathered russetts and nearly all the 
apples. Took 2 barrells to Miss Patin-Paid Pomray $5 and 
Casey $2.75. 

October 26- Mary, Elizabeth and I went to Church at night 
in the Moonlight and Saxtons great house was all right when 
we went down and nearly all burned down when we came back. 

October 28- P. VanAtten digging for water east of the Barn 
and found water at 15 feet. 

October 31- Bell took $33 to Lula Crippen for teaching. 
Wife and I went to Augusta-cold ride-good roads. 

November 1st- J. McDougall came for Mrs. L to take care of 
his sick mother. Paid Pomray.Heard of Chandler's death. 

November 3- Snow and Winter here-Robert took Elizabeth to 
School-Put the sheep in the Orchard. 

November 6- Mrs. L was brought home after waiting until 
Mrs. McDougall died. 

November 7- Robert and Mrs. L started for Augusta to tell 
the sad news of the old Aunt's death.(was she a Muir? or Anne 
Muir Campbell's Aunt?) 

November 8- Sold 657 lbs wool to Mr. Chidester-$203.57. 
Wife, Robert and I with Wm. Campbell's went to old Mrs. 
McDougall's funeral. 

November 11- Frank and I went to Hewitt's and then to 
Goodspeeds and bought a Ram for $5. 

November 14- Rain-Rain- sent 2 barrells apples to Sister 
Agnes.Gave Frank $200 for the Wool-Repaired the pig oen.Paid 
Mr. Cherry $18 for teaching. 
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November 17- Robert started with Elizabeth to the Union 
School. 
John Miller took away the Ram. 

November 18- Pomray and I drew in all the corn. Elizabeth's 
School dismissed-

November 22- Bought a suit of clothes at Roberts' store 
$15.50. Heard of old Mr. Howland's death(John's father). 

November 25- Sold 21 old sheeD to Mr. Freeman $27-helped drive 
then over the railroad. Wife and I went to old Mr. Howland's 
funeral. 

November 26- Killed a sheep for Thanksgiving-

November 28- Thanksgiving-the Wm. Campbell's and John Taylor's 
families fame to dinner with us, pleasant time. 

December lst-Made a pen for the Calves-oiled the harness 
and the buggy-soId 3 sheep pelts to G. Gager $2.50. 
Wife, Mary and I drove to Rawsonville and bought blankets $10. 
Paid Mr. Ronsifer $16 for School wood-Robert paid $5 for tuitioi 

December 13- Received from W. Crippen $193.67 for School 
money. Lots of snow-bought overshoes from John Boyd $1.85. 

December 22- Frank & Jerome killed two swine- 4 of us went 
to a big surprise party for Uncle Wm., brother Robert-Wm. C. 
got a present in gold. 
Sold pigs 480 lbs for $10.00. 

December 24- Anna arrived from Elkhardt. 

December 25- Christmas-we all received nice presents-a Christ-
mas box from Sister Agnes-the 4 girls and 2 boys received 
valuable tkens, kindness of brother Robert-I always think of 
Father on Christmas-1868-Eleven years since he last spoke to 
me for the last time. 

December 29- Went to town got a barrell of Salt-good sleigh-
ing and fast driving- also 60 lbs rock salt-packed pork in the 
afternoon. 

December 31- Last of 1879-Another year with all its joys and 
sorrows gone. 
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Demetrius Ypsilanti 
1793-1832 

Hero of the Greek War of Independence 
whose valor and whose ideals of free­
dom provided inspiration and a name 
for a pioneer Michigan settlement. 

YPSILANTI - PEACE AND PLENTY 

Ypsilanti had its beginning as a trading post where Gabriel 
Godfrom, an astute Frenchman and two comrades met Indians 
of the Huron, Ottowa, Pottawatomie and Chippewa tribes to 
exchange wares of civilization for fruits of the hunt. From 
1809 to 1820 Godfroy*s Trading Post flourished and trails 
beaten by the aborigines were the welcome beginnings of 
roads whcih facilitated pioneer travel. 

In 1823 Benjamin Woodruff with a hardy group from Ohio, 
camped on this sightly spot and they were so deeply impressed 
by its beauty and advantages that they returned for their 
families and goods. As Woodruff's Grove and later Water-
ville, the community grew and prospered with Major Woodruff 
the able counsellor and guide. Later came neighbors and 
relatives from the home country who notably brought with 
their stores of provisions, roses, lilacs and other shrubs 
to embellish the site. 

Soon along the navigable river, grist mills and sawmills 
appeared, then barrel and wagon industries. Later paper 
mills flourished and a great knitting olant was established, 
which through a huge advertising program, considerably in 
advance of the times, became nationally known. 

The naming of the city strikes an interesting keynote. 
Early inhabitants, deeply impressed by the bravery of the 
Greek General, Demetrius Ypsilanti, 1793-1832, agreed that 
this would be a suitable name for the settlement which 
they sponsored and thus "Waterville" gave way to "Ypsilanti". 

The first Independence Day Celebration as in 1824.Elaborate 
preparations were made for the occasion, all delicacies 
being brought from Detroit. It is reported too that Clark 
Sills walked to Detroit and carried two gallons of liquor 
back on his shoulders. There was a full attendance of white 
residents of the county, 31 in all. Judge Robert Fleming 
presided at the table and opposite him sat the Indian Chief, 
Blue Jacket. The table was loaded with fish and venison. 

Hardship was visited upon the Ypsilanti Pioneers in the winter 
of 1824 following a poor growing season. Chills and fever 
forced many to their beds...Mrs. Woodruff acted as community 
nurse preparing a huge kettle of porridge each day from which 
potions were distributed to the sick. Principal food during 
that winter was turnips. Rations were drawn from time to 
time from a limited supply of beans, potatoes and corn. 
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The most stirring reminiscences of the city's history have 
to do with the symoathy of the oopulace for negro slaves 
fleeing to the Canadian border. Here harried fugitives 
found refuge and were aided in their flight as they had 
been in other stations in the famous Michigan "Underground 
Railway". 

Michigan State Normal College, established in 1852, was the 
first institution of its kind to be found west of the 
Alleghenies. Many pioneers in Michigan education received 
their training in Ypsilanti. Today the Normal College 
with Cleary Business College draws students from many cities 
of Michigan and neighboring states. 

Ypsilanti is a well located, typical American small city. 
Her industries are diversified and reach out to all parts 
of the county. She treasures her aloofness from the noises 
of the metropolis while she values the nearness of its 
advantages. Among her choicest assets are her educational 
institutions, splendid churches, Dublic library, literary 
and garden clubs and musical groups, contributing their 
spiritual and cultural influence. 

Copied from Michigan Pioneers 
1937 published by J.L. Hudson.Co. 

21. 



REQUESTS 

Anyone having any of the following articles, wishina to donate than 
to the Museum vrould be greatly aooreciated. 

"The Story of Willow Run" by Marion Wilson 

1909 City of Ypsilanti Directory 

1880 City of Ypsilanti Directory 

Letters written during W.W.I. Local or from France. 

6 Antique Dining Bcom Chairs 

Brass or Pewter Candlesticks 
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News frem the Administrative Ccranittee 

Guide's Luncheon, 

The Museum's Adnunistration Ccranittee, with the cooperation of the 
Historical Society's Board Members, were hosts and hostesses at a 
luncheon for the guides who are so loyal and helpful during the year. 

Sixty-three guests were present at the Ladies' Literary Club, June 19, 
1985 to enjoy the delicious food and friendly atmosphere. 
Kathryn Howard, Ann McCarthy and Billie Wardell solicited and arranged 
the food that was served from a buffet table. The tables were beauti­
fully decorated with vines interspersed with arrangements of garden 
flowers, all done by Deci Howard, Marg Gauntlett and Billie Wardell. 
The tables with their pale green tablecloths and napkins were arranged 
by Ethel O'Connor, Eileen Harrison and Doris Milliman. 

Laverne Howard asked the blessing preceding the luncheon. 

The program which was planned by the ccranittee was piano duets played 
by Eva Kelley and Jim Anderson. The latter is from Livonia and both 
were music teachers in the Wayne-Westland School System. 

David Gauntlett and Ethel O'Connor each spoke briefly regarding the 
helpfulness of the guides in service to the Museum. 

Ethel O'Connor is arranging the schedule of guides at the Musevm during 
the Festival, August 23, 24, and 25th. If you would be interested in 
assisting, please call Ethel at 482-7952. 

Doris Milliman, Chairperson, Administration Committee. 
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The following Thank you note was received from Ellen Gould, 

I was very happy on May Day when I found a lovely May Basket 
hanging from my door knob. 
The May Basket brought back many happy memories. 

When I was a little girl, some of my friends and I went into the 
woods on April 30, to gather wild flowers. There were spring 
beauties, addie tongues, violets, May flowers and butter cups. 
Then we made May Baskets, such as the one you made. On May Day 
we filled our little baskets with flowers such as you did. Then w 
we would go house of cur older friends or one who was III or 
just any friend and hang it on the door knob as you did. 

Then we would call out "May Basket for You" and then go hide. 
It was fun watching them search for us. They usually found us. 

Thank you again for the beautiful May Basket. I loved it, 

Ellen E Gould 

Thanks so much to the committee that did so much to make these 
fine people at Gilbert Residence Happy on May Day. 
Betty Tunnicliffe: Deci Howard; 
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TO ALL THE MEMBERS: 

I hope that everyone is enjoying a delightful summer-
vacationing, swimming, fishing, sunning or just plain 
resting. Although there has not been much activity 
at the Museum the last couple of months, the Archives, 
has been a beehive due to the information various people 
and groups want in preparation for the Ypsilanti 
Heritage Festival to be held the weekend of August 23, 
24 and 25th. Although the stepped up activity at this 
time makes additional work for Foster Fletcher and 
Billie Zolkosky, it is nice to know that we can contribute 
so much to the authenticity of the theme of the Festival. 

In regard to the Society's activity during the Festival, 
this year we will not hold our Annual Trash and Treasure 
Sale due to the unavailability of the Carriage Barn. 
In its place the Board decided to hold a raffle, in 
which we give away Cash Prizes and some items from our 
Museum Gift Shop. As a consequence, I am asking every 
member to do their best to sell at least five raffle 
tickets. It is important that we have a good sale as 
this is our one big money-making project of the year. 
I know you will do your best and ahead of time I thank 
you for your effort. 

David R. Gauntlett 
President-Ypsilanti Historical Society 
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

Our new inventory is beginning to arrive including items 
for the Fall Season and Christmas. 

The Shop will be open extra hours for your convenience 
beginning the week of August 12th. Be sure to stop and 
browse for that Anniversary, Birthday and Christmas 
gifts 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday-10s00 A.M. until 12:00 Noon. 

Support your local Historical Society by shopping at the 

YPSILANTI HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

Some available items are: 

Souvenirs of Ypsilanti - Linen Towels 
Commemorative Cup Plates- Rockdale Stoneware 
Atlas-Washtenaw County - Soft Dolls 
Doll House Furniture - Country Items 
Story of Ypsilanti-Colburn-
Prints of Historical Buildings of Ypsilanti 
Christmas Items 

Marge Gauntlett 
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